Summer 2022

Fundraising Underway to Furnish SkyRoom
The Friends was thrilled to support construction of the
renovated SkyRoom for family storytime at the
Scottsdale Public Library (SPL) Civic Center branch, which
officially opened to the public on May 12. We are now in
Phase 2 of fundraising to furnish the space.
Money raised during Phase 1 doubled the room space to
3,428 feet, allowing twice as many families to enjoy free
storytime sessions. It also installed a skylight (hence the
new name) and new flooring/wood paneling.
While City of Scottsdale Capital Improvement funded
much of the construction costs, the Friends raised
$28,000 through grants from Fiesta Bowl Charities and
the Literary Society of the Southwest to fund the
audio/visual system, a flat screen Smart TV, and tablets.

In Phase 2, we are raising an additional $28,000 to
furnish the SkyRoom with nesting tables, bench seating,
and ottomans so guests don’t need to sit on the floor. To
provide a tax-deductible donation for this project, please
visit https://scottsdalelibraryfriends.org/programs/
storytime-room-expansion, or send a check to:
The Friends of the Scottsdale Public Library
PO Box 71
Scottsdale, AZ 85252
Thank you for your continued support of SPL programs.
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In the Loop: A Note from the Library Director
By Kira Peters: Director, Scottsdale Public Library
Here we are in another Arizona red-hot summer; hope you can enjoy some of the many
SPL activities and resources for a heat reprieve.
Here is a brief update on what is happening in the library system you support along with
some future plans.
Library Statistics (Exciting Ones)
The library is thriving since the restoration of full library system operations in January 2022.
With humor, we call January 2022 the Library’s rebirth from the COVID pandemic. We remain cautious relative
to the pandemic and know things can change quickly but the good news is that gate counts are up 92% when
we compare January to May of 2022 and circulation is up 124% compared to this same time last year.
Autorenewals – Yes!
Beginning in July, SSPL will implement the courtesy service of autorenewals. This means
that the system will automatically renew any items you have out that are eligible for
renewal with no action on your part. You can return any library item at any time during the
checkout period. One of the Scottsdale Library goals is exceptional patron service, and we
know this is a step in the right direction.
Pony Express Rides On
The technology for the Pony Express @ Appaloosa (abbreviated library service that allows patrons to access
the inside of Appaloosa library without library staff present) is now being used to complement full service
library access at Appaloosa. This special service is available for registered Pony Express users Monday to
Saturday from 8am to 10am and Sunday from 8am to 1pm.
Summer Reading Provides Oceans of Possibilities
The Summer Reading Program is hitting pre-pandemic numbers with over 5,000
people registered. The theme this summer is Oceans of Possibilities, and the
registration success, like the ocean, is refreshing and makes all SPL staff happy!
Dreams Into Reality
As we enter a new fiscal year, the SPL team develops priorities to focus on and
goals we strive to achieve. Our priorities are to increase library usage, to infuse
diversity equity and inclusion into library culture, and to market the value of
library service. We also are working towards funding a library materials “Hold
It” locker to place strategically in the community for a convenient way to access library materials 24/7 (think
Amazon lockers but for library materials).
Thank you, Friends of the Scottsdale Public Library, your support is appreciated.
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Spotlight on Local Authors
The Friends has a special relationship with Phoenix area authors, who have been very generous with their time
and talents to entertain Friends members. This summer is the perfect time for us to recognize their incredible
talent by reading books that help make Arizona authors famous.

See more local authors on Page 4.
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Spotlight on Local Authors (Continued)

What a treasure we have in our Arizona authors. Support our local talent and read an Arizona Author book this
summer!
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Fun & Games: Crossword Puzzle
Please enjoy this friend-themed crossword puzzle. For all clues in bold type, the answer is an author’s last
name whose well-known work’s title or story has to do with summer, heat, or beaches (solution on page 6).
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Food With Friends
The Friends enjoyed a successful year of restaurant fundraisers. If you
ate at one of the designated restaurants on the specified date, we hope
you enjoyed an evening out with Friends for a tasty meal that benefitted
Scottsdale Public Library. A good time for everyone!
We're now ready to review the restaurant program to look ahead to our
upcoming season. We'd like your input and suggestions before we plan.
Hereʼs how our restaurant fundraisers work: We partner with a local
restaurant to receive (usually) 20% of the sales generated by our guests
on a given day. We encourage Friends to eat out with their friends and
family for a good meal for a good cause. We earned from $70 to $500 at
a single restaurant for a total of just over $1,000 since September 2021.
New this upcoming fall will be a Friends Table. Join the table to meet
other Friends members and enjoy a meal. There will be a sign up process
for eating at the Friends Table and we'll add additional tables as the
numbers grow. What a great way to mingle and eat!
If youʼve attended any of these events, please tell us what you liked
best, what could be improved and anything else that could be helpful.
We would especially like suggestions for restaurants.
This past year we partnered with Macayoʼs, Oreganoʼs, Ling and Louieʼs,
White Castle and Portilloʼs. Our next fundraiser will likely be in October.
Do watch for info; itʼs never too soon to get hungry.
If you havenʼt attended, we would like to know “why not?” We would
love to have you join us at
our Friends table, or invite
other members or
non-members to enjoy a
meal with friends.
Please send your questions
and comments to
scottsdalelibraryfriends
@gmail.com. We would
love to hear from you, and
bon appetit!
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